Basic Morphology 

In Haitian Creole, nouns and adjectives are invariable. They 
are not inflected for number or gender, and there are no case 
markers. Adjectives (except for a limited set) follow the nouns 
they modify. This is also the case for possessives and 
demonstratives. Like adjectives, definite articles always come 
after nouns. The singular definite article appears in several 
forms, depending on the nature of the preceding element. For 
example, in tab la 'the table', ihe determiner is la, which be- 
gins with a consonant, reflecting the preceding consonant, b. 
Similarly, in radyo a *the radio', the determiner is a, reflecting 
the preceding vowel. The feature of nasalization is also re- 
flected in the variants of the definite article, as incAa/im /awor 
chanm nan *the bedroom* or chen an *die dog'. 

Like nouns, personal pronouns are not inflected for case. 
They occur in either full or short forms. Ilie short forms are 
very frequent in the spoken language. Subject pronouns pre- 
cede the verb, and object pronouns follow it. 

In Haitian Creole, verbs have one base form that does not 
change for person, modality, or tense. There is no subject agree- 
ment. Tense and aspect are expressed by markers that occur 
before the verb. The major markers are presented in Table 3 
above. 

The absence of a marker usually indicates a habitual fact, as 
in m pale kreydl '(it is a fact that) I speak Creole', or an inrnie- 
diate past action, as in m manje maten an 1 ate this morning'. 
Haitian Creole, like many other languages, creates new words 
through affixation (the use of both prefixes Mid suffixes) as in 
pwdp,pwdple ('clean', 'cleanliness'). In addition, there are 
certain other processes of word formation deserving of men- 
tion. Onomatopoeic productivity allows a concept to be repre- 
sented by the noise it represents: 

li toup pou li 
3sg for 3sg 

'S/he punched him/her.' 


Basic Syntax 

Haitian Creole is a SVO language, with one striking particu- 
larity (for a language of that type): determiners, as mentioned 
above, follow the words they determine. In addition, they have 
a much wider semantic range than in French, since they occur 
with possessives and demonstratives. They can also modify 
elenjents other than nouns, such as relative and subordinate 
clauses, verbs, and adverbs: 


kay sa i 
house this det 


pitit mwen 
child IsG 


ML 

DBF 


'this house' 


'my child' 


kay la mwen achte a gen anpil pyebwa 
house DET IsG buy det have a lot tree 
'The house I (just) bought has a lot of trees.' 

depi Mari marye a, nou pa w5 l(i) menm 
since Marie marry det Ipl neg see 3sg at all 
'Since Marie got married, we do not see her at all. ' 

kouche a va bon pou ou 

to.lie.down e«t future good for 2 
'To lie down will be good for you. ' 

Negation is expressed by the particle pa placed before the 
tense marker and verb: 

m pa ap manje 

ISG NEG PROGRESSIVE eat 

'I am not eating.' 


kfe m ffe bipbip 

heart Isg make 

'My heart was really pounding.' 

Reduplication is also a very productive process of word for- 
mation, conveying emphatic force: zwitzwit* extremely smail\ 
vitvit 'extremely fast' (< vit 'fast'). Compounding is another 
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